Parliamentary procedure at a glance

To do this You say this: Must motion Qrder May gmtion May motion Who decides
€ of pre- e e
seconded? Cedence amended? debated?  ourcome?
Main Inroducebusiness “Imove that...” Yes 13 Tes? Yes Majorizy
business ™ {make a main motion)
actions Change 2 motion “Imove that this motion Yes 11 Yes® Yes Majority
oraresolution beamended by....”
—— Posmpone “I move we postpone Yes 12 No Yes Mazjority
indefiniely consideration of this
questionindefinitely.”
Delaying -
or eferto Committes “1move that werefer this Yes 10 Yes Yes Majority
blocking 1o the Commikeson...” :
actions Posipone ioa *Tmove that consider-
definite time gtion of this manerbe
. postponed nntil..”
Eayon the table “Imove we table this™ Yes 6 No No Majoriey
Recessthemeeting “Imove werecess until..." Yes 2 Yes No Majority
— Adjoum the meeting “Imove we adjourn.” Yes 1 No No Majority
— Limirdebate “Imove that discussion Yes g Yes No 23 vote?
belimited to [period of
Speeding time].”
up Stopdebate by “Imove the previous Yes 7 No No 273 vore
actions calling fora vote guesticn.” ' .
Get a matrer mken up “Imove that we suspend Yes A No No 203 vore
- aheadofschedule the rulesand consider...”
™ Obtain the figor 1o “Pointof privitege!™ No 3 No No The chair
reply immediately toa
personal affront or 1o call
attention 10 A prisance.
07 A EMETgEncy
Objectto an improper “Pointof order!™ No 4 No No The chair
procedure o
Get informaticn “Point of information.™ No 5 No No The chair
Other abouta procedure
actions Get a count taken to “I call for a division of the No _* No No Majority
verify a voice vole assembly,” or, simply, {if someone
“Division!” : chjects}
Reconsider a matrer . “I move that we reconsider Yes o No Yes (if Majorizy
alrendydisposedof [{pow or later] our action original
on...” maton was
. debamble)
Take up a matter “Imove that we take from Yes iy No No Majority
that was tabled thetable..” .
Try toteverse a *1 appeal the chair’s Yes _f No Yeg' Majority
t__ decisionby the chair : decision.”

Foreasy reference, the principal kinds of partiamentary acticn are grovped according 1o the general purpose they're intended 1 accomplish. Each actionis bracketed
with the specific wordsused to jnitiareitand the basicrues that will affect itsoutcome. Ifyou want toknow which actions gespriorconsiderarion over other setions...and
inany lively debate you may need 1o know that...refer 10 the column “order of precedence.” there, each motionor pointthat canberanked has arank-number zssigned
10it. The lower the number, thehigher the motions' rank—that is, the fewer othermotions it yieldsio. Amotion to adjourn thus takesprecedence over any othier motion

on the chart,

| Amendment most be germane to the motion. Anamendment that would nullify a mation is out of order.

? Anamendmentmay be amended only once.

3 Generally, amy action that interferes with Members® rights requires a 2/3 vote.

$“These motions have no fixed rank, but fhey may not be brought up while any other motion is pending.

5 A person wishing to raise & pointof privilege, order or urgent information may interrupt another person who has the fioor; otherwise it's outof order to interrupra
speaker. :

§ A motion for a vole-countmust be madeduring or mmediately aftera voice vote, and anappeal motion must bemade immediately after the thair’sruling isannounced;
both kinds of motion must be disposed of irnrmediately. Neither hasa general roling.

?Except when the ruling being appealed has todo with the appealing Member's conduct ur behavior in the meeting.




